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Tuesday, April 2, 1918, was a brisk evening on the prairies as members of the newly organized Alberta Teachers’
Alliance gathered for the first annual general meeting at Edmonton’s newly built First Presbyterian Church. They
came in small groups, eagerly discussing the great matters at hand, climbed the stone stairs, entered the warmth of
the new church through enormous oak doors and marvelled at the magnificent Casavant organ. Easter Sunday had
just passed, and spring was taking hold in Alberta—a time for emerging from the winter cold and for undertaking

forward-looking endeavours.

At 7:30, the evening session of the first annual general meeting was gavelled into session by President George D
Misener flanked by John W Barnett, first secretary-treasurer of the Alliance. The democratic work of building the
new Alberta Teachers’ Alliance continued over the ensuing hours. The election was ratified, and amendments to
the fledgling organization’s first constitution were debated. Locals’ eligibility criteria governing annual general
meeting attendance were adopted, reflecting the principle of representation by population. The membership fee

was set, as were the criteria for membership eligibility.

John Barnett George Misener

The following day, the meeting reconvened at the Corona Hotel on Edmonton’s Jasper Avenue. The foundational
work continued, culminating with the decision to dispatch a delegation to the Honourable John Robert Boyle,
minister of education (May 4, 1912 —August 26, 1918) to request, among other things, “a scheme of Pensions
approved by the A.T.A.”

The minutes of the first annual general meeting (later styled the “Easter Meeting” and, still later, the “Annual
Representative Assembly”) are housed in the Alberta Teachers’ Association Archives located at Barnett House.
These minutes form part of an achival fonds preserving the earliest priorities, concerns, decisions and collective

efforts of the teaching profession in the first years of the new province of Alberta.
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2. The ohjects of this organization shall be to
advance and safeguard the cause of public edu-
cation in the Province of Alberta and to bring
about united action on any matter of common
interest to teachers and supeivising officers of the
Public Schools of the Province.

3, The Alliance shall consist of all duly ad-
mitted and Ffully paid up members of local unions.

6. Delegates to the Annual Meeting shal
6. D : g shall b
the President _und Vice-president of local Union:
E Fn_ud a}tta:dmg. .drb two other members; and for
nions with a membership exceeding twenty-five,
one additional delegate f ch iti
el thmm?. or each additional twenty-
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7. At the Annual Meeting the President of the
Alliance ghall preside. This meeting shall receive
and discuss reports of the executive officers and
decide on any question arising out of these reports.
It shall decide on any business Lrought before the
meeting by the executive officers or by a tmion in

good standing. [t shall elect a president and vice-
president of the Alliance to hold office for one
vear who shall nominate a secretary-treasurer that
will meet with the approval of the meeting. It
shall set the annual membership fee For the
Alliance,

13. The Executive of the Alliance shall
consist of a President, a Vice-President and a
Secretary-Treasurer,
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16. The officers of the Union shall be a Pre-
sident, Vice-President and Secretary-Treasurer.

"

19. The election of officers for Local Unions
shall take place in the month of December.

21. The executive of any Union shall Frame
such by-laws and regulations for its own and the
Unions' government as are in its judgment in the
best interests of the Union and not inconsistent
with its constitution.

L
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23. Any of the above sections that apply to
the constitutions of Local Unions shall in no way
prevent the reception of organized bodies of
teachers into the Alliance as a local union.

AMENDMENT OF CONSTITUTION

24. Any member desiring to introduce any
~ddition or amendment to this constitution ghall
submit 2 draft thereof to the secretary of  the
Alliance at least sixty days prior to the date of the
regular annual meetng and the secretary shall
forthwith communicate the same to each Union by
circular letter.

9. A member six i
n months in arrears shall stand
:l;ﬂ}:ﬁdﬁi _without any formal action on the part
nion, but the secretary miust report the

:ite to the Alliance and correct the membership
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