
 
 

Indigenous Education Opportunities and Resources 
 

 
Professional Learning Resources 

 
Student and Educator Resources 
 
Indspire-Guiding the Journey Indigenous Educator Awards 
Indspire is now accepting nominations for its Guiding the Journey – Indigenous Educator 
Awards for Educators and Organizations.  Check out the website for additional information.  
Lots of opportunities to nominate and support Indigenous education.   
 
https://indspire.ca/national-gathering/guiding-the-journey/how-to-nominate/  
 
 
Forgotten Métis 
This virtual exhibition is the online counterpart to a touring exhibition that aims to give voice to 
the experience of the many Métis children who were forced to attend Indian Residential Schools.  
It includes a timeline, videos and reading lists.   
 
http://forgottenmetis.ca/en/  
 
 
First Nations Education Steering Committee: Science First Peoples Teacher Resource 
Guide (Grades 5-9)  
Goals of the Science First Peoples Teacher Resource Guide 
• to contribute to Reconciliation for all by building greater understanding of the skills, 

knowledge and perspectives of First Peoples for all students 
• to provide resources to enable teachers to incorporate First Peoples’ perspectives into the 

teaching and learning of the sciences 
• to ensure the inclusion of First Peoples’ perspectives is done respectfully and without 

appropriating First Peoples’ knowledge. 
• to implement strategies to enhance First Nations students’ participation in the sciences 
• to encourage and support the respectful development of local resources 
• to reflect the connection with the land on which we are all situated 
 
http://www.fnesc.ca/wp/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/PUBLICATION-61496-Science-First-
Peoples-2016-Full-F-WEB.pdf  
  

https://indspire.ca/national-gathering/guiding-the-journey/how-to-nominate/
http://forgottenmetis.ca/en/
http://www.fnesc.ca/wp/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/PUBLICATION-61496-Science-First-Peoples-2016-Full-F-WEB.pdf
http://www.fnesc.ca/wp/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/PUBLICATION-61496-Science-First-Peoples-2016-Full-F-WEB.pdf


Isuma:  Making Inuit Video for 30 Years 
Isuma's mission is to produce independent community-based media – films, TV and now Internet 
- to preserve and enhance Inuit culture and language; to create jobs and economic development 
in Igloolik and Nunavut; and to tell authentic Inuit stories to Inuit and non-Inuit audiences 
worldwide.  They have a variety of videos available for streaming for free on their website.  
 
http://www.isuma.tv/isuma  
  
 
Aboriginal Arts & Stories—Teachers’ Kit Learning Tool & Student Contest 
The creative energy of Indigenous youth is vital for maintaining and nurturing Indigenous arts. 
The Aboriginal Arts & Stories contest provides an opportunity for Indigenous youth to explore 
the heritage, society and politics of Indigenous civilizations in Canada by reflecting on the 
meaningful cultural elements of their lives. The contest encourages youth to transform their 
stories and visions into a personal and original form of art. Self-expression through art and 
writing can offer Indigenous youth a means to reinterpret customs with fresh perspectives and 
insights.  Indigenous youth between the ages of 6 and 29 are encouraged to enter the contest 
(Deadline:  March 31). 
 
http://www.our-story.ca/docs/EN_AAAS_TeachersKit_FINAL.pdf 
 
 
Downie Wenjack—Legacy Schools  
Legacy Schools is a national initiative to engage young Canadians in acts of reconciliation 
through education and awareness of the history and impact of the residential school system as 
well as current challenges facing Indigenous youth.  
 
In becoming a Legacy School, educators commit to:  
1) Using Secret Path as a teaching tool (included in the toolkit) in your classroom/school with the 
support of the Legacy School Toolkit and resources.  
2) Inspiring your students to engage in acts of reconciliation through continued awareness and 
education.  
3) Supporting your class in fundraising for local Indigenous organizations, initiatives and DWF, 
creating reconciliACTION events (at least one of which should take place during the Annual 
Downie Wenjack Secret Path Week, which takes place annually from October 17-22).  
4) Participating in follow up engagements with DWF to share information about the impact of 
the Legacy Schools Toolkit and reconciliACTIONS. These resources will be used to inspire 
others to take action on our path to reconciliation, actively trying to achieve the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission of Canada’s: Calls to Action.  
 
Attached as Appendix 1, the information deck gives a detailed description of where the Legacy 
Schools program started, what they provide, and where they plan to take it in the future.  
 
https://www.downiewenjack.ca/our-work/legacy-schools 
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Professional Learning Opportunities 

 
**Registration is now available** Walking Together: Education for Reconciliation 
Gatherings   
 
The Spring Walking Together: Education for Reconciliation Gatherings will be held from 0900–
1600 on the following dates and locations: 
 
2019 05 01—Calgary at Calgary Plaza Hotel & Conference Centre 
2019 05 15—Edmonton at DoubleTree by Hilton West Edmonton 
2019 05 24—Grande Prairie at Pomeroy Hotel & Conference Centre 
 
Participants may choose to attend the event in the location that is nearest to them.  
 
To register for the event, please go to www.surveymonkey.com/r/WTRegionalEvents2019 and 
complete your registration by 2019 03 30.   
 
Please email walkingtogether@ata.ab.ca for more information. 
 
 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WTRegionalEvents2019
mailto:walkingtogether@ata.ab.ca


Legacy Schools



The Gord Downie & Chanie Wenjack Fund

DWF is part of Gord Downie’s legacy and embodies his commitment, and that of his 
family, to improving the lives of Indigenous peoples in Canada. 

In collaboration with the Wenjack family, the goal of the fund is to continue the 
conversation that began with Chanie Wenjack’s residential school story and to aid 
our collective reconciliation journey through a combination of awareness, 
education and action. 



Chanie’s Story

Chanie Wenjack’s story is told through Gord 
Downie and Jeff Lemire’s graphic novel The 
Secret Path. 

Chanie was a 12-year old boy who died while 
fleeing a residential school. Residential 
schools were government-operated 
institutions aimed at separating Indigenous 
children from their families and traditions in 
order to assimilate them into Canadian 
culture. The children were subjected to 
significant emotional and physical abuse. 

Chanie’s sister Daisy holds a 
student’s Remembering Stone 
at Roseneath PS.  Students are 
making over 6000 stones to 
remember the children who lost 
their lives at Residential School. 
Jan 2019



Legacy Schools

Type to enter a caption.

The Legacy Schools program is a free, national initiative to engage, empower and 
connect students and educators through awareness, education and action, 
furthering acts of reconciliation (#reconilACTIONS).



The goal of the Legacy Schools program is to improve 
the lives of Indigenous youth, through tangible projects 
and initiatives that encourage cross-cultural dialogue 
and awareness among Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
communities. 

Everyone has a role to play in our journey to 
reconciliation.



How does it work?

Sign up to become a Legacy School https://bit.ly/2VsZr3V
• Generate awareness about Residential Schools, and issues facing Indigenous 

people in Canada. 
• Educate your students, staff and school community with Indigenous education
• Take action, do something to further reconciliation (#reconciliACTION)

https://bit.ly/2VsZr3V


We love our Legacy Schools! 

Once you’ve signed up to be a Legacy School you will: 
• receive a Legacy Schools Toolkit with: 

• Secret Path Book
• Legacy School poster, stickers, and t-shirt
• a USB key or link to an amazing array of vetted 

educational resources 
• curriculum, worksheets and learning tools 

ReconciliACTION Guidebook with suggestions and 
examples to help engage your own school community



We really love our Legacy Schools! 

Legacy Schools also receive: 
• monthly newsletters with updates and events 
• access to limited edition swag and posters 
• connect with other educators and students from across Canada
• schools may receive visits from the Wenjack & Downie families
• access to special DWF events taking place online and in your community
• win prizes and gift packs for your #reconiliACTIONS
• media attention, and highlights in our newsletter 

and social media accounts
• participate in Legacy School challenges 

• for 2019-2020 we are asking our 
Legacy Schools to translate Secret Path 
into a local Indigenous Language!

• DWF Artist Ambassador program pilot



Secret Path Week (Oct. 17 - 22)

• Walk for Wenjack 
• organize a class, school and/or community reconciliACTION for this week
• Fundraise for Downie Wenjack and local Indigenous organizations
• DWF education associates can help you with ideas for reconiciliACTIONS
• schools may be invited to various special events and concerts
• share your Secret Path events on social media to see what other Legacy Schools are 

doing! 

Gord Downie left us on Oct. 17, 2017, and 
Chanie Wenjack left us on Oct. 23, 1966

To honour their memory, Secret Path Week



What does your fundraising support?

Funds raised through Legacy Schools help support the 
development of tangible projects that encourage 
cross-cultural dialogue and awareness among Indigenous and 
non-Indigenous communities. 

Funds also help to support DWF programming: 

● resources for Legacy Schools
● Legacy School’s Artist Ambassador Program
● reconciliACTIONs 
● events bringing Indigenous and non-Indigenous 

communities together 

Legacy Schools are encouraged to fundraise for Indigenous 
community groups, organizations and groups that the schools 
have chosen to work with in meaningful ways.

St. Francis Xavier High School students 
pain ted murals for their school in 

Ottawa. 



Be proud of your Legacy School 

• share your lesson plans, resources, and information with DWF 
• we share your stories to inspire others to do something 
• post your ReconciliACTIONS on social media 

#DWF   #reconciliACTION   #DownieWenjack   #SecretPath
• include DWF Legacy School in your email tags
• hang a Legacy School banner outside of your school



ReconciliACTIONS

A ReconciliACTION aims to bring Indigenous and non-Indigenous people together 
in the spirit of reconciliation through education, awareness, and action. 

ReconicliACTIONs will be unique to each school, and can incorporate fundraising, 
cultural activities and land-based or in community learning. 



“We are not the country we thought 
we were. History will be re-written,” 
Gord Downie, Tragically Hip 

In Legacy Schools, that process has begun 
and is getting stronger every day with 
educators like you. 

#DoSomething #DWF



For more information or to get started with your 
Legacy School:

Lisa Prinn or Justin Boehringer 

Educational Department

legacyschools@downiewenjack.ca 

226-227-9501 ext. 24

Contact 

mailto:legacyschools@downiewenjack.ca


www.downiewenjack.ca


